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they were to do. In the test in question it was found that mistakes
were not infrequent even at the age of fourteen, but that gene-
rally by the age of seven some 80 to 85 per cent, of the boys and
70 to 75 per cent, of the girls had already begun to think of the
sun and the wind as inanimate things, though less than 50 per cent
of the boys had begun to realize clearly that trees were alive.1

The difficulty experienced by little children in working such
a test as this is probably greater than one realizes. But it is not
difficult to find instances from everyday life that would illustrate
what their difficulty is. Thus, one day some little children
were standing agape in front of a life-size and lifelike model of
a sheep in an outfitter's shop window. Its head and ears and
tail had been made to move electrically; the model itself and
the movement certainly produced the illusion of life. What was
life more than that to the children looking on? For, indeed,
they talked as though they were looking at a live animal. Apart
from the more obvious characteristics of living things the concept
of life is not easily distinguished by the child. Instances of the
same kind are common enough to make us understand how
difficult it must be for primitive or unlettered people to take off
-the spectacles of personification in looking at what is strange in
form or in movement in the world around them.

8. PERSONIFICATION AS A LITERARY DEVICE

Personification is a device which allows us, to use the words
of Mr I. A. Richards, "to say compendiously and clearly what
would be ^extraordinarily difficult to say without it."2 But this
sort of thing can be much overdone as a method in teaching little
children. For example, in the first volume of a series of nature
readers meant for use in schools there is a great deal to be found
about baby buds, and about sticky stuff covering the baby buds
to keep Jack Frost from creeping in and hurting the baby leaves,

1 The following figures were supplied to me independently by a teacher who
repeated the experiment with some two hundred children individually:
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	5 years
	6 years
	7 years

Trees
	62
	69
	80

Water
	35
	20
	15

The Sun
	65
	60
	56

The Wind
	80
	50
	42

Fire
	70
	38
	32

2 Practical Criticism (Londons Kegan Paul, 1929),